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The Educatisnal Advancement Act did nobt <hange Ehe
boundaries of the Wilmingten public schools, which had been
cotermincus with the city of Wilmington since 1305, MNor did it
prevent Wilmington from coalescing with other school districts.
It simply exempted Wilmington fand two other school districts)
from bha temporary interval whan this could be done without a
referendum. The 12,000 student limit (which alsc applied for
only coe year) was included in the edecaticn act because
Wilmington had traditisrally been the largest gohool distEiCL in
a gmall state, and because in the 19605 thers was much talk absut
the importance of community invelvement in the public gchools.

Tn 1868 nm one of prominence in Delaware wanbted To merge any
af the larger school disktricts. The Wilmington Baard of
Education had not endarsed such recommendaticns, nor had any
black organization in Dalawara. All of Wilmington's
represencatives in the state legislatare, including four
hfrican-Americans, voted for the Educational Advancement ach.
Without their support the measure would have failed of passage,
far it survived a crippling amendment by only a2 single vate.
Opposition to the measure wWas cenkerad in scuthern Delaware,
whera many pecple fesared a loss of local control, identified with
the lacal high school athletic teams, and oppesed consclidation
with traditional rivals.

Judges Gibbons and Wright nevertheless held that "to a
gignificant extent . . . the net putmigration of white population
and increase of city black population in the last two decades,
resulted . . . from assistance, encouragement, and authorization
by government policies." They concedad that private fears and
prajudices had contributed to white flight from Wilmington, but
they essentially endorsed the plaintiffs' arqument. "Since Brown
governsental authoritias have contributed to the racial isolation
of city from suburbs. . . . [They] have slectad to place Ehelr
‘power, property, and prestige’ behind the white axodus from
Wilmington. . . . [Glovernmental suthorities ars rasponsibla to
a significant degree for the incrsasing disparity . . . batwaan
Wilmington and its suburbs,”

Thus thers are two theories to account for busing for racial
balance. One, the theory of liberal scciclogy, touted busing as
a way to boost the academic parformance af bBlack students. Thas
theory was embraced by several federal judges of the ilate-19603
and 19705, and it may wall have influenced the decisions of tha
court in the Delaware busing case. The second Lheary, 4 Eheozy
that the Delaware judoes expounded, was that busing was a ramady
fMat the courts had to impose in order to maks sure Lhat Celaware
macde amends for the damage its State Legislatuse causad when Lt
passed tha Educatzional Advancemest Ack of 1963 and when it
amtribucad to "thw mer outmigspElon of white sepglacicn and
imoraase of csty black pepulation™ by building highways and by
congtructing a dispreportionate number of subsiaizea Gou3lng
anits wn Wilmington.




