teacher, whea once was a principal im the <ifty, =Zaid LCL was "a
real tragedy to see what educaticn had come to." By the mid-
19793, public edugation in Wilmington had reached rocd Lotbom.

Doring the lata-19%603% aod #arly-l370s tha prominesnt
saciologist James Z. Coleman argued that busing for rasiel
batance offered the best sclution to the problems of uzZan
education. He maintsined thab imnner-city children "who
chemselves may b2 undisciplined” sheuld be assignad ts classcooms
that ware "highly disciplined." If this was done, Coleran said,
the problem students "would take on the characteristics of theis
classmates and be governed by the narms of Ehe classroocms, so
chat middle-class velipes would come to govern the integzated
classropms. In that situation bokh white and black children
would iearn.” Because of his prominence as a scholar and because
of his untiring advaocacy of busine fof raclial balance, the
Maticnal Observer dubbed Coleman, "The Scholar Whe Insgized
Busing.

-
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Calaman's sociology assumed bhat, as federal Jodge Simon
Sobaloff cnce explained, "the gquality of a schocl depencs largely
on its "class climate,' and that middle class schocls are
becter."” Since "white" was presumed to be synonymous with
"middle class" and "black"™ khe same as "lower class,” the purpose
of integration was to create schools with "enocugh middle class
students to mstablish the class character of the scheol and . . -
2 spbstantial number of lower-class children to benefit from it.”

In interviews, depositions, and courtroom testimony
throughout the country; Coleman and other liberal socioclogists
and educators touted the benefits that black children would
racaiva if they were dispersed and educated in predominantly
white classroces. It was pactly on the baszis of Colaman's
testimony that Judge J. Skelly Wright, in Washington D.C., in
1967, , concluded that "Negro students’ sducational achievement
improves when they transfer into wvhite or integrated educational
institutions.”" In Charlotte, in 196%, Judge James B, McHillan
mentioned the "alarming contrast in performance" between black
and white students,; which he said "cannot be explained solely in
termzs of cultural, racial or family background” and which could
be reduced by "transferring underprivileged blach childrcen fzom
black schools into schools with 70% or more white students.” In
Denver, in 1970, Jodge William E. Doyle similzrly saig that
racial imbalance was "a mzior factor praducisne inferisr achools
and unequal eductisnal opeortunity.”

Wrnen the Delawzre desagresabion <Sase later went ielore the
faderal eourts, however, tne judoes disavowsd the raziznale of
|smeral sociology. This mav have feen Decause oy ther James 5.
Chlemarn (buk ners =am acher linaralz | fad petcunses Sis dalierl
Ehat blacks would sa:in academicalls if thev 2sended o
classrdems. Contrasy o L3 oarilar SUupoosilidn, SJ.2mEn
reparted, Eurther soscaren toglsazed Ehat biacss wers ot
penafiting feam tntdavation.  What hoppened insCoead, SF:dman




