snitary Status and a return of loval autonomy through litigatica,
Even critics of the Order may conclude that it is worti enduring
a few years of foolishness to save the expense of & lawsuit.

Yok Ehere are prablems wikth Ehis line of thought. On% LS
that although & lawsuit would Be expenslve, the programs that Che
Cansent Order calls fer will cost much mere. It would s=quira 3
beam af accountants to calculate the exact cost of the Qrder, but
the News Journal is probably close to the mark in reportiag that
"ehe agreement will establish more than 510 million ip new
pregrams.” By my calculetion, about half of that sum i3 for a
worthwhile cause [alternative schools for disrupbive students].
The other half will hurt education by undermining the authority
of teachers and by undermining the integrity af academic
standards. ‘These programs will especially damage disruptive and
underachieving students by giving the impression that adults will
step in and protect them from suffering the conseguences of thair
miskehaviar and their lack of effort.

Another problem is more practical. The Coalition to Save
pur Childrern may be mistaken but it is in earnest. IEts leadars
nave already indicated that they will go back to court if, aEter
the expiratien of the Consent Order in 1938, the local districts
adopt neighborhoocd assignment plans that depart too far from
districtwide racial balance. The pro-busing editors of the Hews
Journal have already said that such litigation is to be sxpacted.

If resegregation looms,” one editorial declared, "you can count
on new minority plaintiffs returning to the courts for relief."
Thersfore, the editors say, after 1998 school buses must
"continue to transport black and white children to ehared
schools.” The sditorial page editor John Taylor has opirsd,
Yyhen the court does lift its supervision, the buses won't stop
rolling, There will be no return to racially isoclated
districts."” '

Thus by approving the Consant Order the State Legislature
and the local school districks could come in for a double whammy.
They would have to pay 55 million for counterproductive programs
betwesn now and 1998 and would alsc have to go to court to defend
themselves if they turned to neighborhood schocls afater 1338,

I may be wrong. Unlike Mayor S5ills's lawver, who ceportecly
was paid $140,000 for working on the Consent Oeder, I have
wrirran this repart without charge, without consulting anvone
glae, and durinc a single weekend. Perhaps I have missed some
points, but in the end I return to a lesson from kinderzarten.
“"Do the right thing." The Consent Order is frought with
migchiaf. T[f Lt canmot be ravised, Delaware anoigld g& Zoo Coult.
[f *ma gehonl districts of northern New Castle Jounty are
antikled Ea unitapy statuzd, and I think they ate, that =catus
ghould bBe awardoed without unworthy compromlass.
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