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Conclusions

The Consent Crder is mow before the SEakte Legisiatore and
the four schoel districts of northecn Hew Castle County. The
guestion Ls, should they approve the Jrder? On December 1, Stats
Ropresentative 311l Oberlee, the chiirman of the legislature's
Desegregabion Commibttee; asked far my assesament of the Jrder.
Ope day latker; after I had just gead the Ocder for the first
time, I told a News Journal codumnist that I thought the Order
probably was “"good even thooagh it is bad.”

I explained that although some aspects of the Order were
problematical, there were important compensating advantades. The
Crder would have & life of only four wyears, and it sagured
gnitary status for the school districts of northern New Castlae
Caunty. The alternative was Lo petitcicn the District Court for a
declaration of unitary status =-=- an approach that would teke at
least twe years and might cost as much as $1 million. I thought
wag better to sawe the expense of litigation and epdure the
Consent Order for four years.

Over the coursze of the next few days, several influencial
Delawarsans came to similar conclusions., Governor Carper stated
his "firm conviction that this agreement is in the best intearasts
of our state." Wilmington Mayor James H. Sills expreased
gatisfaction with the Consent Order. 5o did Cpalition leadera
Arthur W. Boswell and Jaa P. Strest, 5tate Board president Paul
Fine, and Judge Murray Schwartz. The lead headline in Sypgay
Nawg Journal for Decamber 5 proclaimed: "At Last, A Masting of
Minds on Desegregation.” An editorial declared that “the
sducational programa detailed in the agrsement are geood for all
children, Those that deal directly with the sducationsl problamns
of poor, minority children represent a legitimate response to the
probleams those children have.™

A3 the worthies reached their consensus, T had secand
thoughts. In complying with Representative Oberle's recuest for
an assessment of the Order -- that is, in preparing this repoct
== [ came to the conclusion bhat State Leglslature shoull insist
on certain modificabions before it approves the Order.

1} The legislature should begin by scrapping
the provision chat sanctlons a loway passing
score Sor blacks and Hissanics who Ltexe Lhe
teachers' certzfication exam. As it stands,
Elis progosal amcunis to a form af the
sG=called "race sorming”  that the Caval
Rights Act af 1997 made -llegal.

1 The lecislabture should alse challenge Ehe
ool bt QF aivapa minoraty stydents speczal



