failure. S5til! others point to the disproportiocately large
number of black students who have been subjected to disciplinarcy
actions, and to the continued lagging of black scores on standard
tests, as evidence that, despite busing, the public schools of
nocthern Hew Castle County have not eradicated some imparkanat
vestiges of discrimination.

In July, 1333, Sudge Murray Schwartz ordered the State Board
and the Coalition to try to reach a settlement, and four months
larer, after negotiations stalled,yJudge Schwartz played a majer
role in breaking the impasse. In fact, Judge Schwartz became sa
tavalvad that he felt it necessary Lo remove himself as the judge
of the Delawares busing case. As a result of Juddge Schwartz's
prodding, on Novembes 28 the pariiss agresd t3 a Consent Order.
This is the Order that has heen submitted for approval hy the
State Legislature and Ly the four school boards of nortnern New
Castle County.

The Consent Order runs to 63 pages, and the language ig an
amalgam of legalese, educatoress, and EDGlal science, There is
talk about “miperity enrollment ratios," "school paramaters," and
"culturally-sensitive performance based assessment systems." The
News Journal has published comprehensible summaries, but the
significance of the report cannot be understood apart from its
jargon, Therafore, I have guoted from the Consent Ordar,
espeécially the the language that the Order has borrowed from the
area of prograssive education,

A: The firszt substantial section of the Consant Order
stipulates that vpon approval of the Order by the local District
Court, "there will exist Unitary Status in the Districts." The
court will then cease the suparvision it has exercised over
public education in northern Mew Castle County since 19878, and
will retain only such jurisdiction as is necsasary to enforcs the
Consent Order. Between the years 1998 and 2000 all judi:i;l
supervision over the local schools will canse.

Governor Thomas R. Carper has sucmarized the advantage of
this provisien. It will "result in an immediate declaration of
unibary status fer tH& four school discricts [currently] undaer
court supervigion.” "It will return full esntzsl of our schools
to the State Board of Educaticn and the local diskricks. It will
put in place educational programs bo address the needs of all of
Delaware's children." It will lav to rest an ilssue tha= "has
divided us az a community . . . for toec long,"

B: The next section of the Order provides that through 1934
the local scheool districts will have to monitor the racial makeup
s their student bodies, 3o that 2il groups itd =apresentaed
withis 20 percent of the-r districtwide averics :a-at Lsazt 75

percent of the sechools.



